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Abstract: As a part of education related key projects in the current Finnish 

government programme, a Finnish Teacher Education Forum was established by 

the Ministry of Education in February 2016 aiming to foster the improvement of 

teacher education as a part of national reform program. Altogether 100 experts 

from universities, schools, teacher, municipality and student union and from the 

ministry of education and culture organised a literature review on the research 

on teachers and teacher education, benchmarked teacher education strategies in 

other countries and finally organized a national brainstorming. In the new 

teacher education strategy, published in October 2016, it is described teachers’ 

competence in three areas and what kind of teacher education and continuous 

professional development of teachers are necessary to ensure that teachers are 

able to support students in the classroom to learn the competencies (knowledge, 

skill and attitude) needed today, tomorrow and in future. The forum has 

supported teacher education institutes in spring and autumn 2017 through 

allocating 50 M€ for supporting the implementation of the aims of the 

development program. 
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chair for national teacher education forum at the Finnish Ministry of Education. 
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